THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
in Turkey, this was surely the figment of un-
hinged minds. They were bitter enough then,
these poor misguided wretches, against those
who had misled them. What, they asked, had
the First Army Corps gained by the turn of the
wheel ? Last summer they had upheld the Con-
stitution, without in any way bettering their
condition. Then, with the promise of better
things, they had struck a blow for the Faith,
still without profit. Now the Committee was
once more top dog and wanting their blood.
Surely these blunt tools of those in high places
were more sinned against than sinning. History
has by now unravelled the mystery of this army
within an army, but in the excitement which
then prevailed a judicial estimate was out of the
question. The Salonika army mobilised with a
secrecy and despatch that won the well-deserved
praise of military experts throughout Europe.
Yet their task, in scotching these rats in a trap
of their own setting, was no very difficult one;
and it is not easy to withhold a little sympathy
from these ignorant fighting animals, even
though their treason met with no more than its
just deserts.
On the Monday, a considerable flanking move-
ment was thrown out with the object of cutting
off the retreat of these fugitives, but it was not
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